
GLOBAL SYSTEMS AND GOVERNANCE
This topic focusses on globalisation - the economic, political and social changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have been a key feature of global 
economy and society in recent decades. There is an emphasis on the increased interdependence and transformed relationships between peoples, states and environments 
that have prompted attempts at a global level to manage and govern some aspects of human affairs. Students engage with important dimensions of these phenomena with 
particular emphasis on international trade and access to markets and the governance of the global commons. Students also contemplate the many complex dimensions of 
contemporary world affairs and their own place in and perspective on them. 

This topic sets the scene for many of the key concepts of the Human Geography side of the A Level course – conflict, development, flows governance, identity, inequality, 
interdependence, power, and scale. These concepts are weaved throughout the sequence of lessons. They are then built upon as part of the topics that follow - Changing 
Places (Y12/13) and Resource Security (Y13). 

The Learning Journey Geographical skills

Describing and analysing a range of 

qualitative and quantitative data sources, 

including:

❑ Statistical data – mean, median, 

mode, IQR, development indicators 

etc.

❑ Geospatial data – census data, IMD 

etc.

❑ Graphical skills – line graphs, bar 

charts, scattergraphs, pie charts etc. 

❑ Cartographic skills – atlas maps, maps 

with located proportional symbols, 

maps showing movement (desire 

lines, trip lines, flow lines), maps 

showing spatial patterns (dot, isoline, 

choropleth) etc.

❑ Qualitative sources – cartoons, 

images, photographs, text etc. 

Globalisation
What is globalisation?
Factors in globalisation - the development of technologies, systems and 
relationships, including financial, transport, security, communications, 
management and information systems, and trade agreements
Dimensions of globalisation: flows of capital, labour, products, services, and 
information
Global patterns of production, distribution and consumption
How can we measure globalisation? Social, economic and political aspects; 
KOF Index
Global marketing 

Global Institutions and Global Governance
What role do Global Institutions play in Global Systems? United Nations 
(UN), World Trade Organisation (WTO), World Bank (WB), International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Health Organisation (WHO)
What is global governance? The role of rules, norms, codes and regulations 
Who are the main actors in global affairs? Nation states, TNCs, IGOs, NGOs
Why are global agreements complex? The UN Declaration of Human Rights, 
Millennium Development Goals, Sustainable Development Goals
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The Learning Journey Geographical skills

Describing and analysing a range of 

qualitative and quantitative data sources, 

including:

❑ Statistical data – mean, median, 

mode, IQR, development indicators 

etc.

❑ Geospatial data – census data, IMD 

etc. 

❑ Graphical skills – line graphs, bar 

charts, scattergraphs, pie charts 

etc. 

❑ Cartographic skills – atlas maps, 

maps with located proportional 

symbols, maps showing movement 

(desire lines, trip lines, flow lines), 

maps showing spatial patterns (dot, 

isoline, choropleth) etc.

❑ Qualitative sources – cartoons, 

images, photographs, text etc. 

Inequality and Injustice
What is inequality? 
Measuring inequality – between and within countries
Inequalities at global, national and local scales can be decreased or 
increased by flows of trade, investment, and migration 

Global Patterns in Trade and Investment
Trends in international trade
Why countries trade – the advantages and disadvantages of international 
trade; the relationship between the volume of trade and standard of living; 
and trade as a factor of development
International trade – who has the power? The different trading 
relationships between different parts of the world, including between large, 
highly developed economies, such as the United States and the European 
Union; emerging major economies, such as China and India; and smaller, 
less developed economies, such as those in sub-Saharan Africa, southern 
Asia, and Latin America
Trade deals, including the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) 
Trading relationships and patterns – China and its role in Africa
Differential access to markets – what are the barriers to trade? How can 
trade affect economic and social wellbeing? 
Attempts to reduce the inequality in accessing trade markets at local, 
national and international level – special and differential treatment (SDTs), 
Fairtrade, and microfinance schemes
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The Learning Journey Geographical skills

Global Patterns in Trade and Investment
How far do trade blocs encourage globalisation? Trade blocs with a focus on 
the EU 
The nature and role of TNCs – spatial organisation, production, linkages, 
trading and marketing patterns
A detailed reference to a specified TNC and its impacts on those countries 
in which it operates (TNC case study - Apple)
World trade in a food commodity (case study - Global trade in Bananas) - is 
the trade in bananas a good representation of the patterns and processes 
associated with global trade? Is Fairtrade the solution?

The Global Commons and Antarctica
The concept of the ‘global commons’ - the principle of common heritage of 
mankind; the Tragedy of the Commons
The contemporary geography, including climate, of Antarctica (including the 
Southern Ocean as far north as the Antarctic Convergence) – Antarctica’s 
unique environment, Thermohaline circulation, and the Antarctic food web
Threats to Antarctica arising from climate change, fishing and whaling, the 
search for mineral resources, tourism, and scientific research
The governance of Antarctica – including the Antarctic Treaty (1959), the 
Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (1991), and 
IWC Whaling Moratorium (1982) – their purpose, scope, and systems for 
inspection and enforcement
The role of international government organisations in Antarctica, including 
United Nations (UN) agencies, such as United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the International Whaling Commission 
The role of NGOs in monitoring threats and enhancing protection of 
Antarctica

Describing and analysing a range of 

qualitative and quantitative data sources, 

including:

❑ Statistical data – mean, median, 

mode, IQR, development indicators 

etc.

❑ Geospatial data – census data, IMD 

etc. 

❑ Graphical skills – line graphs, bar 

charts, scattergraphs, pie charts 

etc. 

❑ Cartographic skills – atlas maps, 

maps with located proportional 

symbols, maps showing movement 

(desire lines, trip lines, flow lines), 

maps showing spatial patterns (dot, 

isoline, choropleth) etc.

❑ Qualitative sources – cartoons, 

images, photographs, text etc. 



GLOBAL SYSTEMS AND GOVERNANCE

The Learning Journey Geographical skills

Globalisation critique 
The impacts of globalisation, to consider the benefits of growth, 
development, integration, and stability against the costs in terms of 
inequalities, injustice, conflict and environmental impact
Has a new era of ‘de-globalisation’ begun?

Describing and analysing a range of 

qualitative and quantitative data sources, 

including:

❑ Statistical data – mean, median, 

mode, IQR, development indicators 

etc.

❑ Geospatial data – census data, IMD 

etc. 

❑ Graphical skills – line graphs, bar 

charts, scattergraphs, pie charts 

etc. 

❑ Cartographic skills – atlas maps, 

maps with located proportional 

symbols, maps showing movement 

(desire lines, trip lines, flow lines), 

maps showing spatial patterns (dot, 

isoline, choropleth) etc.

❑ Qualitative sources – cartoons, 

images, photographs, text etc. 



CHANGING PLACES (End of Y12 and start of Y13)
This topic focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them, and the qualities they ascribe to them. Students engage with how places are known and experienced, how their 
character is appreciated, the factors and processes which impact upon places, and how they change and develop over time. Through developing this knowledge, students gain an understanding 
of the way in which their own lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places which are of fundamental importance in their lives. Alongside a range of place 
specific examples, the main study of the content takes place via two contrasting place studies - one local place and one distant place. The students examine the contrasts between the two places 
in terms of their economic development and/or population density and/or cultural background and/or systems of political and economic organisation. A local field study takes place in the 
summer term of Year 12, which allows the students to develop their understanding of their local place study and employ some of the key data collection skills. 

This topic builds on the key concepts of the Human Geography side of the A Level course first explored within the Global Systems and Governance topic – conflict, development, flows 
governance, identity, inequality, interdependence, power, and scale. 

The Learning Journey Geographical skills

Qualitative and quantitative data analysis 
skills, including the use and interpretation 
of:

• statistics, such as census data
• maps (at a range of scales)
• geo-located data
• geospatial data, including geographic 

information systems (GIS)
• photographs
• text, from varied media
• audio-visual media
• artistic representations
• oral sources, such as interviews, 

reminiscences, songs etc.

The Nature and Importance of Place
The concept of place, and the importance of place in human life and 
experience – why does place matter? Place vs Space
What is the tourist gaze?
The concept of placelessness
Categories of place: 
• near places and far places
• experienced places and media places

Place and Identity
Understand how perception of place and sense of place are different
Insider and outsider perspectives on place; social and spatial exclusion
The character of places – genius loci
Factors contributing to the character of places: 
• endogenous: location, topography, physical geography, land use, built 

environment and infrastructure, demographic and economic 
characteristics

• exogenous: relationships with other places
How the character of places change over time, with reference to our local 
place study (Hester’s Way, Cheltenham) and distant place study (Stratford, 
London)

Literacy skills:

• the use of factual text and 
discursive/creative material and coding 
techniques when analysing text
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The Learning Journey Geographical skills

ICT skills 
- use of remotely sensed data, electronic 
databases, and innovative sources of data, 
such as crowd sourcing and ‘big data’ 
- use of ICT to generate evidence of many 
of the skills provided above, such as 
producing maps, graphs and statistical 
calculations

Globalisation and its Impact on Place
View One: The character of places is being eroded by globalisation, and the 
forces doing this eroding are in the global economy:
• clone towns
• placelessness
View Two: Globalisation is not eroding place, but making it more important 
than ever:
• glocalisation and local influence
• place as a political symbol (example: Totnes and Costa)
• localisation of place (example: Bristol Pounds)

Economic Change and its Impact on Place
Key idea: Globalisation and deindustrialisation has provided opportunities 
and challenges for places
How has deindustrialisation and the decisions of TNCs affected places? 
(example: Detroit)
What is urban regeneration? How have regeneration strategies been 
implemented in the UK? (example: London Docklands)
Event-led regeneration and its impact on place (distant place study: 
Stratford, London)
Gentrification and its effects 

Meaning and Representation 
Place-making: rebranding and reimaging places (examples: Llandudno, 
Liverpool and Glasgow)
The role of external agencies, including government, corporate bodies, and 
community or local groups to influence or create specific place-meanings

Data collection skills:
- questionnaire design and 
implementation, interviews etc. 
- understanding the opportunities and 
limitations of qualitative techniques such 
as coding and sampling, and appreciating 
how they actively create particular 
geographical representations
- understanding the ethical and socio-
political implications of collecting, 
studying and representing geographical 
data about human communities



The Learning Journey

Meaning and Representation 
To what extent has migration (flows of people) impacted on the character 
of the place of Newham?
What are representations of place? 
Formal and informal representations of place
Examples of how places can be represented in a variety of different forms, 
such as advertising copy, tourist agency material, local art exhibitions in 
diverse media (e.g. film, photography, art, story, song etc.), cartography, and 
census data
Qualitative vs quantitative sources and how they can present contrasting 
images of a place

Place Studies
Local place study exploring the developing character of a place local to the 
home or study centre (Hester’s Way, Cheltenham), with a focus on:
• people's lived experience of the place in the past and at present
• economic change and social inequalities
Contrasting place study exploring the developing character of a contrasting 
and distant place (Stratford, London), with a focus on:
• people's lived experience of the place in the past and at present
• economic change and social inequalities

CHANGING PLACES
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