
The Learning Journey

Geographical skills

Useful websites
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/what-
is-a-megacity/

https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/advanced/Mega
cities_world_cities.php

CHANGING GLOBAL CITIES
As most of the global population live in urban areas, the focus of the topic “Changing Global Cities” is to enable students 
to explore and collaborate on the challenges and opportunities that face these cities. With population set to reach 10 
billion by 2050, the sequence of the lessons aims to strengthen the knowledge, skills and understanding that students 
will likely need in their lives and encourage them to devise innovative and practical solutions to the identified 
challenges.

CHANGING GLOBAL CITIES

What are cities and why should we study them?

Students will recap changes in global population and 
investigate why cities have grown.

What is a megacity? (What challenges do they face, and what 
opportunities do they offer?) 

Students will investigate megacities, where they are found and 
how they have grown. 

What problems can a city face?

Students will investigate life in a squatter settlement with a 
focus on challenges and opportunities. The challenges 
include the impact of urban decline and the implications 
for cities. 

What is sustainability? 

Students will define social, economic and environmental 
sustainability and discover examples of current 
sustainable cities.

What could future cities be like? 

Students will design their own sustainable city, based on the 
principles they have gained from the previous lesson. 

❑ Completing, describing and 

interpreting line graphs

❑ Describing and using choropleth maps

❑ Image analysis

❑ Describing and interpreting 

proportional symbols maps

❑ Interpreting population data and using 

it to complete a bar chart

❑ Locating megacities onto a blank world 

map using an atlas

❑ Using six-figure grid references to 

locate squatter settlements

❑ Speaking and writing to explain 

understanding and decisions made.

❑ Literacy: being able to communicate 
information depending on target 
audience

https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/what-is-a-megacity/
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/what-is-a-megacity/
https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/advanced/Megacities_world_cities.php
https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/advanced/Megacities_world_cities.php
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WEATHER AND CLIMATE

What is the difference between weather and climate and how 
is it measured?

What are the causes of weather?

Students will study the hydrological cycle, rainfall and cloud 
types.

How does air pressure affect weather?

Students will learn about depressions and anti-cyclones.

Students will explore extreme weather in the UK.

Why do climates vary?

What are the factors that affect climate? 

What are microclimates?

Students will investigate the microclimates around Pate’s to 
decide the best location for a proposed new picnic bench 
and food hut. 

https://www.internetgeography.net/weather-and-
climate/

Climate is the long-term pattern of weather experienced in a place, whereas weather describes day-to-day changes in our 
atmosphere. It is possible to check the weather by simply looking out the window. However, you need a longer term set of 
observations to understand the climate. We describe the climate by looking at temperature, rainfall, snow and wind data. 
This is usually averaged over seasons, years, decades, centuries or more. Studying the climate can help students 
understand regular patterns such as how much rain the next winter might bring, or how regular patterns might change in 
the future, such as how far sea levels might rise due to warmer sea temperatures. 

❑ Describing and using choropleth maps

❑ Completing and describing a climate 

graph

❑ Image analysis

❑ Data collection using a 

thermoanenometer and measuring 

tape

❑ Drawing, describing and interpreting 

scatter graphs

❑ Drawing conclusions 

❑ Identifying questions and hypotheses

❑ Labelling and annotating diagrams

❑ Understanding and using numerical 

data

❑ Interpreting fieldwork data

❑ Writing descriptively and analytically

https://www.internetgeography.net/weather-and-climate/
https://www.internetgeography.net/weather-and-climate/
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

What is development? 

Students will begin to identify what differences in development 
there are between countries. 

How do we measure development?

Students will learn that differences in levels of development 
can be measured by development indicators.

How and why does development vary?

Students will play the ‘chocolate trade game’ before deciding 
how to reduce inequalities in the chocolate industry.

What are global inequalities?

Students will be able to explain food insecurity/security and 
health inequality and their consequences.

Can the development differences be reduced?

Students will investigate the successes and failures of the 
Millennium Development Goals, Fairtrade, TNCs and 
NGOs. Students will discover why the Sustainable 
Development Goals were introduced. 

❑ Image analysis

❑ Labelling and creating a key for a map 

using an atlas

❑ Describing and using choropleth maps

❑ Understanding and using numerical 

data

❑ Completing a pie chart

❑ Using an atlas – development 

indicators

❑ Creating a proportional symbol map

❑ Speaking and writing to explain 

understanding and decisions made

❑ Literacy: being able to communicate 

information depending on target 

audience

There is a widening difference in levels of development between the world's richest and poorest countries. This is 
sometimes referred to as the Development Gap, but is perhaps best thought of as a continuum. There are many different 
measures used to assess the development of a country including HDI, GNI and life expectancy. This level of development of 
a country can have major impacts on quality of life for the population. The sequence of the lessons aims to strengthen the 
knowledge, skills and understanding that students will likely need in their lives and encourage them to devise innovative 
and practical solutions to the identified challenges.

https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/gcsen/EW_Cau
ses_Uneven_development.php

https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/ge
ography/changing-economic-world/uneven-
development/

https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/gcsen/EW_Causes_Uneven_development.php
https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/gcsen/EW_Causes_Uneven_development.php
https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/geography/changing-economic-world/uneven-development/
https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/geography/changing-economic-world/uneven-development/
https://www.studysmarter.co.uk/explanations/geography/changing-economic-world/uneven-development/
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RIVERS AND FLOODING

How do we impact on the hydrological cycle?

Students will define identify the processes involved in the 
hydrological cycle and river systems.

Students will explore the different features of a river basin.

How do rivers change downstream?

Students will learn about the processes of erosion, 
transportation and deposition involved in shaping the 
river environment.

Students will be able to identify the types of landforms 
associated with erosion and deposition from source to 
mouth.

What causes flooding?

Students will explain the physical and human factors that can 
cause flooding.

How can the impacts of flooding be reduced? Soft vs. hard 
management strategies

How should Spate village be protected? Decision-making 
exercise

❑ Image analysis

❑ Drawing, describing and interpreting a 

pie chart

❑ Labelling and annotating a printed map 

using an interactive map

❑ Creating, describing and interpreting 

histograms

❑ Drawing a sketch from a photo

❑ Digimaps – producing a map from 

source to mouth

❑ Speaking and writing to explain 

understanding and decisions made

Fresh, clean water is essential for humans and nature to survive. People depend on rivers for their way of life and their 
livelihoods. From fishing to agriculture, the way we manage our waterways has a direct impact on people’s lives. Rivers are 
dynamic systems, which means they are constantly changing. Processes of erosion, transportation and deposition lead to 
changes along the long profile of a river as well as its cross profile. This can have implications in terms of areas at risk of 
flooding. The sequence of the lessons aims to strengthen the knowledge, skills and understanding that students will likely 
need in their lives and encourage them to devise innovative and practical solutions to the identified challenges.

https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-
geography/physical-landscapes-in-the-uk/

https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/physical-landscapes-in-the-uk/
https://www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/physical-landscapes-in-the-uk/


The Learning Journey

Geographical skills

Useful websitesASIA
In this topic, students will consolidate and extend their knowledge of some of the world’s major countries and their physical and human 
features. They will understand how Asia’s distinctive human landscapes have changed over time and how these developed in relation to the 
Physical Geography. Students will extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries using 
maps of the world to focus on Asia, Russia, China and Japan, considering the links between these places through the study of Human and 
Physical Geography.

ASIA
Students will develop a greater understanding of the location of Asia, its countries, 
and key elements of Physical and Human Geography
Students will investigate the history of Asia and its population. 

What would it be like to experience Japan?

Students will discover Japan’s location, its importance and the resulting growth of 
TNCs.
Why is Tokyo such a world-renowned city?

How does China balance its population and resources?

Students will discover the population and dynamics, and the Human and Physical 
Geography of China. 
Why is there a race for control in the South China Sea?

Does Russia differ in Europe and Asia?

What other amazing places are there in Asia?

Students will investigate the emerging superpower of India – its physical and human 
characteristics.
Students will annotate a map of the development of Vietnam whilst watching the 
Top Gear presenters on their journey.
How has Dubai grown from its humble beginning as a fishing village to an emirate of 
vast wealth?
Our favourite country – students will work in groups and present their findings.

❑ Labelling and creating a key for a map 

using an atlas

❑ Describing and using choropleth maps

❑ Using and interpreting an ArcGIS 

storymap

❑ Describing and interpreting a climate 

graph

❑ Image analysis

❑ Understanding and using numerical 

data

❑ Speaking and writing to explain 

understanding

❑ Literacy and presentation skills: being 
able to communicate information 
verbally to teacher and peers

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/asia.php

https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/case
-study-china/

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/asia.php
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/case-study-china/
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/case-study-china/
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