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‘The Challenge of Natural Hazards’ introduces students to natural hazards, and three significant types: 
tectonic, weather, and climate change. Students will look at physical processes and systems, how they 
change, and how people interact with them on a range of scales and a range of places 

❑ Selecting and constructing appropriate 
graphs and charts to present data, using 
appropriate scales

❑ Interpreting and extracting information 
from different types of maps, graphs and 
charts, including choropleth maps, dot maps, 
pie charts ,and divided bar charts

❑ Demonstrating an understanding of 
number, area and scales, and the quantitative 
relationships between units

❑ Photographs: using and interpreting 
ground, aerial and satellite photographs

❑ Using and interpreting OS maps at a range 
of scales, including 1:50 000 and 1:25 000, 
and other maps appropriate to the topic

❑ Using and understanding coordinates – 
four and six-figure grid references

❑ Using and understanding scale, distance 
and direction

❑ Completing a variety of graphs and maps – 
choropleth, isoline, dot maps, desire lines, 
proportional symbols, and flow lines

Natural Hazards

What are natural hazards?

Tectonic Hazards

What is the structure of the earth?

Distribution of earthquakes and volcanoes

Physical processes at plate margins

CS Chile and Nepal: effects and responses of earthquakes

Living with risk from tectonic hazards

Reducing the risk from tectonic hazards

Weather Hazards

Global atmospheric circulation

Where and how are tropical storms found?

Structure of tropical storms

Will climate change affect tropical storms?

CS Tropical Storm Haiyan: effects and response

Reducing the effects of tropical storms

Weather Hazards in the UK

What are the UK’s weather hazards?

CS Somerset Levels: causes, impacts and responses 

Evidence that weather is becoming more extreme in the UK

Climate Change

What is the evidence for climate change?

What are the natural causes of climate change?

What are the human causes of climate change?

Managing the impacts of climate change – mitigation

Managing the impacts of climate change – adaptation Issue
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Unit 2, Section C ‘The Challenge of Resource Management’ introduces students to resource management, specifically 
managing food, water and energy resources. Students will look at human processes and systems and how they change, both 
spatially and temporally. They will study these themes in a range of places at a variety of scales, and include places in various 
stages of development. 

❑ Interpreting and extracting information 

from the following maps, graphs and 

charts: line charts, multiple line graphs, 

pie charts, climate graphs, divided bar 

graphs, choropleth maps, and desire line 

maps  

❑ Calculating percentages, as well as 

percentage increase and decrease 

❑ Interpreting and analysing satellite 

imagery 

❑ Image analysis

Resource Management

The global distribution of resources

Provision of food in the UK

Provision of water in the UK

Provision of energy in the UK

Water Management

Global water supply – security, insecurity and changing consumption

Impact of water insecurity – disease, food production, industry and water conflict

How Can Water Supplies Be Increased?

Supplies and increased storage

Dams and reservoirs

Water transfers

Desalination

Large-scale water transfer scheme – example: Lesotho Highland Water Project (LHWP) 

Sustainable Water Supplies

Water conservation

Groundwater management

Recycling

Using grey water

Local-scale sustainable water supply scheme  - example: Wakel River Basin Project
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This section contributes a critical thinking and problem-solving element to the assessment structure. The assessment will 
provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by 
looking at a particular issue(s) derived from the specification using secondary sources.

❑ Sources could include maps at different 
scales, diagrams, graphs, statistics, 
photographs, satellite images, sketches, 
extracts from published materials, and 
quotes from different interest groups

❑ Students will apply knowledge and 
understanding to interpret, analyse and 
evaluate the information and issue(s) in 
the pre-release resources booklet and the 
question paper

❑ Students will use geographical skills to 
set the issue(s) in context and to examine 
conflicting viewpoints about the issue(s)

❑ Students will develop a critical 
perspective on the issue(s) studied, 
consider the points of view of the 
stakeholders involved, make an appraisal 
of the advantages and disadvantages, and 
evaluate the alternatives

The issue(s) will arise from any aspect of the compulsory sections of the subject 
content, but may extend beyond it through the use of resources in relation to specific 
unseen contexts. 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of Physical Geography themes in Unit 
3.1 and Human Geography themes in Unit 3.2. This section is synoptic and the 
assessment will require students to use their learning of more than one of the themes 
in Units 3.1 and 3.2 so that they can analyse a geographical issue at a range of scales, 
consider and select a possible option in relation to the issue(s), and justify their 
decision.

A resource booklet will be available twelve weeks before the date of the exam so that 
students have the opportunity to work through the resources, enabling them to 
become familiar with the material. Students will not be allowed to take the original 
resource booklet into the examination room, but they will be issued with a clean copy 
in the exam. 

Assessment will consist of a series of questions related to a contemporary geographical 
issue(s), leading to a more extended piece of writing which will involve an evaluative 
judgement. 

The exam will also require students to consider physical and human interrelationships, 
and to make reasoned justifications for proposed solutions in terms of their likely 
impact on both people and the physical environment.
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